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Kamagaya International Friendship Association 30t Anniversary Message

Message from Tony Bonne - Mayor of Whakatane

My history with KIFA goes back to when Kamagaya were courting Whakatane to
establish a Sister Cities relationship and I was the Mayor. I also represented the
Council as Mayor at the time of the signing the original agreement 20 years ago in
Kamagaya. During that time and over the years I have had some wonderful
experiences meeting with people from Kamagaya and the members of KIFA.

I remember the Japanese culture afternoon we had at the Whakatane Hall when
many of your group came and shared your culture with us — you had people teaching

us calligraphy, ikebana, had a traditional tea ceremony and some students modelled

Kimono. Many of our residents came along to participate and learn about the
Japanese Culture.

At other times when Whakatane groups have visited Japan, Members of KIFA were always there to assist
with the language and culture and to make sure the groups were well catered for. It is at times like this
that you realise the true meaning of friendship and we thank you for your support in the past and in the

future.
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Message from Janie Storey - Governance Support Advisor - Whakatane District Council

JE &S Twenty years ago, I had the honor of taking over the Sister Cities role at the Council.
: This was when the signing ceremony with Kamagaya City Hall took place. Part of the
role was to liaise with KIFA and help organise a variety of activities for members and
students to see and do while in Whakatane.
This part of my job is one of the most special and satisfying things to do. I have made
many friends over the years and have visited Kamagaya 3 times. Sadly, some of
those people are no longer there — but they are still held very fondly in my memory.

I look forward to continuing to work closely with KIFA and Kamagaya City Hall to

ensure that the exchanges continue to be meaningful, are an opportunity to meet new
people and experience new and exciting activities to do in our region.

Kind regards to you and all the best for the next 30 years.
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