Kamagaya International Friendship Association

AL DR VA DO D

% 1675

[ | ] lsgzﬁlzﬁzla%ﬁ
7>
ﬁ&&@rﬁui‘%‘%ﬁm‘*

wiE - LEBEE

Al E) HLuwE 230
ERBE) 41520RA%HKS 4-5T
EBLHKICSmL T 67T

Miscellaneous Information S

Kamagaya Elementary School receives
foreign English teacher for first time.

INERICHEAIC K DB

SEIOADN S, AT 4 —7 - N— A2 728k
ATLALEINFRACHT L WA R S MR £ L 72,
TATHD THORLTH S, THEAIC & 2 HFEIRE
2R ALTZACER N, 2 DN & A 7 BATR N T
5NDTLLE I W,
6FAENEEEZ L L RERRTZBL CTZOKTZ
Blmi iz LET,




2 “IF

FEBFEOWMMD L&, N— 7 FEDRIZONT 6 F4E SEEFLT, ELWEHEEZYREDT7— L) AR
DEE~, &P, BT Tl brdBRIic oo s %2 s 72 OREICTFHEDB T LT W,

20NN F L\, ZDTED o 2 WEEICRT B FRR (L PRI

FoBRCHEL WEGREFZA TSI ALX =, £

Mr. Burke : Good morning, class. LTHEAZHT 2AAVOES T KEL THRT D

Students : Good morning, Mr. Burke. AR EFBENAIEDHZIZ > T NBIZENT W, K

B : How are you? FELOHEVHIERFEL LTI A 2 ) W 2B TH
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B : Fine thank you. = EEER T,
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I am Mr. Burke. Come in Shizuko.
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Kamagaya Elementary School receives foreign English teacher for first time.

Recently KIFA heard about English being taught to sixth-grade elementary students for the first time, by a native
speaker, Mr. Steve Burke. Wanting to find out about this “new wind” blowing through the educational system, we
sent two KIFA members to investigate. Here’s their report:

When we entered Mr.Burke's class we noticed that the children semed very excited and happy. In Mr. Burke’s
classes, there are valuable points for students. For example: 1) students will be able to get used to being around
foreigners, thus perhaps they’ll not be so shy or afraid of foreigners when they are adults; and 2) these student’s
curiosity will be aroused by a first “happy & fun” contact with English. Thus, they will hopefully be more enthused
about learning English when they enter junion high school.

Interview with Mr. Odagiri; Principal of Hokubu Elementary School. “International Understanding is meeting and
becoming accustomed to foreigners.”

KIFA. Q: This is the first time for Kamagaya to have a foreign teacher in one of its elmentary schools. Why did
you think of this?

Odagiri. A: I wanted the children to get used to foreigners and develop a good attitude towards English.

KIFA. Q: How are the sixth-graders reacting?

Odagiri. A: Once a week when Mr.Burke comes, the students are looking forward to his visit. Mr.Burke sometimes
speaks one-to-one with students so they are gradually becoming more relaxed. Best of all, students seem very happy
to learn English, and because of this I am very happy.

KIFA. Q: Mr.Burke comes to your school once a week, Besides his individual classes, what is the impact on the
school?

Odagiri. A: At first, the students, especially the smaller ones were afraid. But little by little as they got to know
the personality of Mr. Burke they’ve changed. Now they rush to him, wanting to be near and shake hands.

KIFA. Q: What is your general feeling about this whole idea?

Odagiri. A: I'm very happy and very satisfied. Also, the entire staff is being very helpful and cooperative. I want to
work very hard to decide what the school’s students need, and then fulfil those needs.
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“Mr. Burke and English”
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: Eiko Shinozaki
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“English as a means of communication”

N6 FE W (5

Sakura Horikawa
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KIFA’s four sections gather together for first

time to socialize and exchange ideas.
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KIFA PLAZA’s volunteer
staff.
New members are always

welcome.

Won't you join us?
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Student’'s essays on studying Ensglish

When KIFA talked to the students and read their essays about English education we found that about one-
third of the students attended Juku, and that most of the students were very interested in English. Here

are two excerpts of essays written about English and Mr. Burke’s class.

“English as a means of communication” Sakura Horikawa

I have been learning English privately since grade five. I believe that English is a means of communication
for many people in the world. One reason I want to learn English is to be able to communicate with
foreign people. I think this would be a very wonderful thing to be able to do. Therefore, I'm going to try
to study English very hard.

“Mr. Burke and English” Eiko Shinozaki

Mr.Burke’s class starts with a gentle voice saying: “Hello class”, and from there we go on to have an

enjoyable class. Mr. Burke tries very hard to speak Japanese; it’s very difficult for him. I think that it’s
very encouraging that even a teacher wants to learn a new language, so I want to learn a new language
too. I think English can be very useful. For example to help foreigners with directions, or, when I grow
up, to visit other countries. I think it’s important to learn correct English. Since Mr. Burke came, I really

want to learn to speak English well.
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The Mayor of Kamagaya says farewell to Daisuke Sugawa, who is leaving for the Phlllppmes as part of

the Japan Overseas Co-operation Group. Mr.Sugawa has volunteered to teach the use of calculators in the

Plilippines for two years.
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Kamagaya’s new “Handy Info” flyer is ready for pick-up
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