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Thank You For The Wonderful Party!

Children from Brazil and Peru write about the KIFA Party and thank
the people of Kamagaya for the good time they had.

(See page3-4-:5)
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My Feelings About Japan

Hassan Ghafourian

I came to Japan three years ago. And as my time in Japan increases and I
become better at the Japanese language, I have begun to understand Japan better

and better.

As I have begun to understand Japan better, there are many things that I
find surprizingly different from my native country, Iran.

For example: I am always wondering how Japanese people can immediately fall

asleep as soon as they sit down in a train, and wake up, automatically, just
seconds before they arrive at their destination? Also, another interesting
difference is the large number of different types of magazines in Japan. We
don't have so many in Iran. And finally,I am happily surprized in Japan at the
large number of people of all ages riding bicycles.

Up to now I have learned both good and bad points about Japan during my
time working among the Japanese people. Here are some of the bad points and
old-fashioned customs that I have come to understand about Japan.

First: discrimination. Japan is a country where discrimination is supported
by the government. For example, there is a difference between the income tax
percentage taken from the salary of foreigners and that taken from the Japanese
citizen's salary. And what is the reason why third and fourth generation Koreans
are required to be fingerprinted and registered?

Finally, I believe there is even discrimination by Japanese men against women.
If we look at the behaviour of Japanese men toward women we see that the men's
attitude is one of disparagement. For example, the man's words toward women; the
woman's lower salary for a similar job, etc.

Second, I feel there is xenophobia in Japan. For example, landlords are
afraid to rent apartments to foreigners even though the foreigner has a
Japanese guarantor and maybe even a Japanese spouse. In any case, the landlord
will try to find any reason not to rent to foreigners.

I hope the new generation of Japanese will be able to change these old
fashioned and discriminatory attitudes in Japan.

Thank You Very Much
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KIFA Party V
Every year the KIFA party has provided a good
opportunity for international exchange. This year’s
party was no exception, however as several families
from South America attended the party-creating a
family type atmosphere.
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Home stay and Home visit
Host families are invited to apply now
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KIFA’s Language Classes Close For The Year
The Closing ceremony and party was held Feb.
27th for KIFA’s 1992/93 language classes. Short

skits were done in both Chinese and English.

Everybody seems to have had a good time.
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