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KIFA Party
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We are all part of a very big chain and each link is important

to the harmony of the planet. We must not break that chain

and keep living in a respectful manner for all that is given

to us, to the air that we breathe, the water we drink, the

earth that gives us our food and life, to the animals and to

nature. ( S.K.Ariyapala )
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Former Mayor of Whakatane visits Kamagaya
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All ages gather together
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KIFA's 1995 "International winter Pai
Welfare building on November 26, marl
took part and several booths represel
" taiko " welcomed the participants ¢
events followed, such as dance " shof
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A huge compliment to the organizer. ¢

International chattering
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Peruvian traditional music instrument
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My home town is Helmstedt in Lower Saxony in the northern part of
middle Germany, formerly exactly located at the border to East Germany.
Having been the biggest check point to enter the former German

Democratic Republic(GDR)from the west, it was nick-named ‘Gate to
Eastern Europe.” It has 28,500 inhabitants.

Helmstedt is more than one thousand years old. For more than two
hundred years, it was home of the third biggest university in Germany.
Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte’s brother Jerome ordered the university to
be closed in 1810. Nowadays the Auditorium Maximum is used for
concerts and receptions. The first floor (Japanese 2F) is home to more
than thirty thousand books from university days.

Visitors of Helmstedt are impressed by the many old houses (more
than six hundred!) dating back to the 16th and 17th centuries. Many of
them were home to famous teachers and professors from all over the
world, amoug them Giordano Bruno from Italy, or the book printer
Jacob Lucius the Elder who printed the first newspaper ever in 1609.

For about one hundred and fifty years, Helmstedt was a well
recommended ‘Bad” (=Onsen) for ear and eye ailments, paralysis,
migraine, arthritis.

Many people from Helmstedt choose to work at Volkswagen company
(VW) in Wolfsburg,but there are quite a few industries in Helmstedt,
too e.g. the brown coal mines, upholstered furniture, ( founded by my
maternal great-grandfather ), or Germany's only producer of soap
machines and complete soap factories. My paternal grandfather happened
to be the owner of the latter, and one of his many business trips led
him to Tokyo in 1955. Who might have guessed then that his
granddaughter would once settle down in Japan ?

» Annette Gaebler-Uematsu




KIFA is a very Special Place

S . K. Ariyapala
Sri Lanka

[ am from Sri Lanka and my name is S.K.Ariyapala. I have been living in the city of Kamagaya for the
past five years, and it has been a very wonderful experience for me as all the people here are extremely
kind and helpful. About one and a half year ago I went to the Kaigarayama park and at that time I
received a booklet and a newsletter. It is then that I found out about Japanese lessons. Soon after I began
looking for the class but 1 had a hard time locating it. However I thought ‘Dekinaikoto ga arimasen” and I
continued on looking. Eventually I went to the library and asked about these classes. The woman there did
not know, but was very kind with me and directed me to Mrs.Fujimoto. She gladly took me to the class and
I met many people from many different countries. I was very happy.

We not only took lessons in Japanese but we also went to the National Museum in Sakura. It was a very
nice trip and [ felt like I was with my family. All the people I was with had infinite harmony, ‘mugen
naru chowa’. Now they have become very good friends. Since then I have talked about the classes to many of
my friends from Sri Lanka. When we have problems, KIFA is a very special place where we can find comfort
and guidance and help. My new Japanese friends would get mad at me if I was not giving them a call:

‘dame dayo” iuteta.

Last March, Mr.and Mrs. Negishi who have become very good friends of mine, went to Sri Lanka. They had a
very good experience with my people and my country. Japan and Sri Lanka have a fifty years old friendship
and this is very strong today also.

Today I can write and read a little bit of Japanese, Hiragana and Katakana, and I will continue to study
Japanese, encourage my friends and help them, and they are also happy. Only one thing 1 cannot do:

A Japanese lady asked me to marry her. I am married and have two beautiful twin sons. Zannen deshita ne |
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Notice from the editors. Your cooperation is welcomed !

How about sharing vour experiences in international relationship with KIFA PLAZA readers ¢
Please contribute your story to K.P.R column. All kinds of information, comments,opinions,
suggestions are welcomed.

The article should be made up of about 200 to 300 words in English or about 750 letters in
Japanese including a title. We would appreciate your sending 2 or 3 pictures along with your
article. We will return to vou later. Don't forget to mention your name, address and age and
send the whole documents to the following address:

Kamagaya Intermational Friendship Association
Address: 928-744 Hatsutomi, Kamagaya-shi (Kamagaya City Hall, 3rd.floor) Phone:45-1141 Ext. 550
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%, Fot ) HOMIT, KEFOS bichs@LELE,  Despite my poor Japanese knowledge, my
. : — incorporation was no problem. All the

staff is very kind and helpful and in
exchanging our know-how both side are
benefiting.
Thank you for your kind admission.
Mireille AKIMOTO (coming from Luxembourg)
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