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* Nashi ” Peeling Contest between Mayor Bonne of Whakatane
and Mr. Arai, President of KIFA.
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“ Are you ready?”
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“| am a professional!” In saying so,

Mr.Arai almost finished peeling.
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“In Whakatane we eat nashi without peeling”, Mayor says.
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Living experience in KAMAGAYA for over 5 years

On May 2nd, 1991, I arrived from Duesseldorf (Germany) with my husband (Japanese) and my
daughter Desiree-Kikuko, 3 vears old at that time. The weather was stormy at our landing, but
therefore we had the pleasure Lo view the Mount Fuji, for me a sign of welcoming us. Arriving in
the Golden Week was not so lucky, as many shops and offices were closed. As I was told we are
going to live in countryside, I cxpected, as in Europe, a few houses with huge fields and
forests, but instead I saw from Tokyo to Kamagaya, by train, only houses and houses. In Tokyo
all the signs were written, besides Japanese, also in Romaji, so I was able to travel by myself,
| but coming to Kamagaya, all the signs from Matsudo on, were only written in Japanese, so I
| didn' t know where to get off the train by myself. Fortunately my husband could guide me.
| Although we had a map and the address we had trouble to find our apartment. In Europe, if you
are in possession of the name of the street and the house number, you will have no problem to
find your address. Even calling a taxi from home was impossible, as I couldn't explain the way.
So I was always dependant on my husband's help. Another surprise awaited me seeing our
apartment without heating, which is in my country automatically included. So I was always
comparing in the beginning. The most frightening event, indeed, was the first earthquake, I had
never experienced before. Today I got used to it, despite some fear of a bigger one happening
some day.
Considering Kikuko, she attended a nice Kindergarten, learned the Japanese language very quickly
and adored all the festivals such as music, dance, sport, birthday... She became stronger and
her asthmatic problems she had since she was 3 years old, has almost disappeared today. Now she
is a third grader of elementary school and likes going to school and playing with her friends.
She feels like a Japanese and enjoys her surroundings.
As solely a mother and housewife I was confronted every day with the language problem. All kinds
of errands like shopping, health care, travelling ™a.s.o. often became a strenuous task to
fulfill, when you only speak very little Japanese and cannot read most of the characters. The
first months had been very hard for me, I often got depressed and felt homesick. But I didn't
give up. For my husband, it was surely hard also, as his working experience was done overseas
more than in Japan.
The time of a better and easier life started, when I changed my zigzag riding bicycle to a
safe driving a car. Unfortunately I failed the driving test, when I went to change my driving
licence and I had to attend some driving lessons. As the traffic rules are so different from
my country’s, it was necessary to get all these informations to prevent a traffic accident.
Driving a car made my shopping easier and I started a KIFA evening class for learning Japanese.
There I met nice teachers and many friends. I became a member of KIFA and was able to enjoy many
activities KIFA offered. They introduced me the Japanese culture: Ikebana, Shodo, the way of
wearing a kimono... Later I had the pleasure to be invited at several houseparties "POT LUCK" ,
where I made acquaintance with many Kamagaya people. Nowadays [ have so many friends that I lack
the time to accept all the invitations. Sporadically I met some KIFA friends, who kindly helped
me explaining the letters from school or gave me other informations I needed. I taught them
some English or cooking in exchange and we enjoyed every time and had lots of fun. Even if I am
confronted with language problems in my everyday life now, I feel more relaxed, knowing there
are always KIFA friends I can call up.
Today I have a question still unanswered: Why didn't I meet KIFA earlier? Life had been so much
easier. My last and greatest wish before my leaving Japan in October would be, to help newcomer
having the possibility to know KIFA from their beginning on. Wouldn't it be possible that the
city office introduce KIFA immediately to these foreigners by handing out some English letters
informing about KIFA's activities and the different nationalities who are living in Kamagaya.
Maybe giving every newcomer one year membership as a trial. I would be very grateful, if my
experience with KIFA could benefit to other foreigners as well.
To all KIFA staff my best thanks and wishes for further success.

MATA AIMASHO. MIREILLE AKIMOTO , coming from LUXEMBOURG
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At the Arai Nashi Farm

Mayor Anthony Andre Bc
Whakatane visited vari
places in Kamagaya frc
September 23rd to 26th
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Tea ceremony in the garden
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At the Welcome Party with Mayor of Kamagaya Visiting a nursery school
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Visit of an Elementary School
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What a wonderful gift!
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Enjoying a sports festival
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Visiting a classroom
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Cooking Class
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KIFA cooking class was held on the 16th of July 1996
at Nanbu Kominkan together with 13 foreigners and 41
KIFA members. 3 contries’ cooking were introduced,
Korean, Chinese and Luxembourg. The instructors for
each dish were as follows;

Korean cooking by Ms. Akiko Matsuoka, Ms.Keiko Murata
Chinese cooking by Mr.Nomura and Mrs. Enrei
Sui-gyouza etc.

Luxembourg cooking by Ms.Mireille Akimoto

Quiche lorraine, Vegetables soup, Salad
tasting started from 12:30. Everybody enjoved the
delicious and different tastes of the Foods. At the
same time classical Baritone(solo) songs by one of
our members, Mr.Kikkawa, was introduced. The Class
was held until 15:00.
All people expect to have more classes like this in
the near future.
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: KIFA WINTER PARTY ‘
' to be held on November 17th, Sunday{

This year, KIFA ( Kamagaya International
Friendship Association), will hold its annual

“ international ’ v&inter party on Sunday, Nov. :
17th, from 12:00 to 15:00.

U ; : The location is the same as last year's party
Do il Sogo Fukushi Hoken Center, 6th floor. It is :

SPORTS FESTIVAL the building located directly behind the city

. hall. S th . Tickets are availabl ‘tg
Oct.13(Sun.) R R—YKE - K& i i BES TR S Lk vailable at

the KIFA office.
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