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2 In Commemoration of the Tenth Anniversary of the Kamagaya International Friendship Association
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The Mavor of Kamagayva City, Keiichiro Minagawa

It is with heartfelt pleasure to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Kamagaya International
Friendship Association today. And equally exciting, after years of friendly exchanges with our
friends from Whakatane, New Zealand, Kamagaya and Whakatane District will affirm their

friendship by signing a Sister City Agreement.

We are happy that on this occasion of our Sister

City Signing and the KIFA anniversary celebration, so many people from both here and abroad
could attend. We are especially honored to welcome the Mayor of Whakatane and his wife, all
other citizens from Whakatane and students from Whakatane District. Student, gtoup, as well as
individual citizen exchange has been taking place at the grassroot level between Whakatane
District and Kamagaya for several years. Additionally, teacher and city officer exchanges
between our respective communities have met with outstanding success. These success are the
result of efforts made by the chairman, the vice chairman and the staff of KIFA and the city
hall. The effort everyone has put forth to promote various kinds of exchange, including
personnel dispatchment overseas, training, and so on, has absolutley borne fruit. The fruit of
this labor, today's Sister City Affirmation Signing, will further promote future international
person-to-person exchange and friendship. On this bridge of friendship we are crossing today,
we sincerely hope citizens and vouths everywhere will be encouraged and inspired to make new
strides toward mutual understanding, and international friendship.
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The Chairman of the Kamagaya International Friendship Association, Shigeyuki Arai

It's been ten years since the Kamagaya International Friendship Association was started back in
spring of 1988 with then chairman, Takejiro Sasaki, declaring the theme: ‘promoting citizen
exchange.” Thanks to heartfelt cooperation and understanding of many people, we can celebrate
our tenth anniversary of KIFA with the knowledge that we've made steady progress toward that aim
Moreover, the fruits of our labor have been realized with a double pleasure of seeing our grass
roots exchanges with Whakatane District mature to the point where we will celebrate KIFA's 10th
anniversary and sign a sister city agreement with Whakatane District, New Zealand. Since KIFA' s
beginning, it's had exchanges with foreign countries; it has held foreign language classes for
Japanese and Japanese language classes for foreigners living in Kamagaya; it publishes a news
bulletin and has an international party once a vear. All of these things are done by eager
volunteers working vear in and vear out. Ten vears ago, the idea of “internationalization’ was
new. Lately, however, it is common to see Japanese being sent to work overseas, to see Japanese
students study abroad, and see ordinary citizens visit foreign countries on vacation. And in
Japan, faces of foreigners are seen more and more in markets and public facilities. Now as we
enter the 21st century, KIFA's role will become more international still. We all must make an
even stronger effort to realize true and meaningful international exchange. By working together
actively pursuing internationl exchange and meeting fresh challenges, we can contribute to world

peace. We need strong support from everyone to meet the challenges before us.
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The Public Relations Section
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We have at present 7 members in the Public Relations Section. The main duties of our section
are to publish KIFA Plaza Bulletin, 3 times a year. Since the members were all amateur and
were inexperienced in publishing a bulletin, we had a great deal of hardship at the beginnine.
Now we have made good progress, and we are sometimes given compliments on the improvement of
the KIFA Bulletin. Our motto is ‘Voluntary work must be enjoyable work.” Thus, we encourage
each other in what we do, and in what we have done regarding the publication of our bulletin.
This encouragement may be the key to the continuation of our volunteer activiéiﬁs. i
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Since last October I had the pleasure to

join the group of KIFA kohobukai.

Despite my poor Japanese knowledge, my

incorporation was no problem. All the

staff is very kind and helpful and in

exchanging our know-how both side are

benefiting.

Thank you for your kind admission.

Mireille AKIMOTO (coming from Luxembourg)
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The main activity of the Dispatch Section of KIFA has been ‘the dispatch project’ by which
we have sent young people to foreign countries every vear. On the occasion of the tenth

anniversary of KIFA, we temporarily pause the dispatch project and are now thinking over the
significance of the activities in the past as well as considering the prospects for our
activities in the future. Because of the sister-city affiliation with Whakatane, we are
planning to start a project by which mutual understanding between Whakatane and Kamagaya
citizen will be encouraged. The project consists of several activities, such as the exchange
of pictures painted by young people, public lectures on New Zealand and Whakatane, and the
advertisement of sister-city affiliation with Whakatane. Every activity is intended to be
enjoyable, easy to attend, in particular, easy to understand the cultural difference between
New Zealand and Japan. We would like to encourage the cultural and human exchange between
Whakatane and Kamagavya. Based on the project regarding the sister-city affiliation with
Whakatane, we hope to extend our activities to other countries and cities to broaden our
outlook. Kiku Sato
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The Education and Training Section

BEFRRE AR mE=
Language Study and
courses Events Training

#EER
Lectures
s R
Concerts
mas
Movies

=EE
English
DEFE
Chinese
RANA V5B
Spanish
BAEE
Japanese

BAENS VT« PHER
Volunteers of
Japanese courses
BERNS VT« PHIES
Volunteers
interpreters
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The aim of the Education Section is mainly to provide an opportunity for Japanese residents to

learn foreign languages and foreign residents to learn Japanese.

We used to have only two

courses of English and Chinese at the beginning, however two courses of Spanish and Japanese

were added in 1992.

organizing several events, such as giving lectures, concerts, and movies.

Japanese courses are supported by many voluntary workers.

We are also
Although we went

through birth pangs to produce an idea for an event every time, we are encouraged by words of

praise given from the audience.
ideas of events is now second nature.

which is intended to help foreign residents in Kamagaya when they have difficulties.

example, at the hospital or in the city offices.
effective since it is not widely known.
is well-known.
member’ s improvement.
significance of KIFA for participants.

a month is a mixture of brainstorming and noisy talk on various topics.

e e

s

Therefore, our custom of doing painstaking work for producing
We are also doing an activity of ‘volunteer interpreter’

For
However, the activity has been so far not so

We expect there must be more demand if our activity
Another activity is the training of interpreter and Japanese teachers for own
In the opportunity of the training course, we also introduce the

The regular meeting of the training section held once

Katsuyo Fujimoto
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The purpose of the Exchange Section of KIFA 1is to establish mutual understanding between
Japanese and foreign residents in Kamagaya based on various attractive activities which are
expected to be enjoyed by participants. Several events are planned and organized in a year
A bus tour to Kamakura was planned and realized for the first time in May this year, which
was favorably received by participants. The KIFA PARTY is getting more popular year by vear,
hence the number of participants has outgrown the biggest hall in the Fukushi Center building
(the Welfare Office building). By taking the opportunity of the sister-city affiliation with
Whakatane, we would like to start a new project, thus the exchange of home visits between
private citizens in Whakatane and Kamagaya, to promote human and cultural exchange.  We have
about 40 members in our section in which 5 non-Japanese members also take part. The meeting
is held in the morning after 10 am on the first Sunday every month at Manabii Plaza. In the
meeting, the planning of our activities is discussed in a very active but friendly atmosphere.
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We are expecting to expand a circle of acquaintances in Kamagaya. Sumiko Ishizeki
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