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Great Experiences for the Host Families (pg 2 ~ 3)

Sister City Signing Ceremony Party & KIFA’s 10th Anniversary Party (pg 4 ~ 5)
“Farewell Kamagaya” from Mr. Burke (pg 6)

Reader’s Column (pg 7) 2% Miscellaneous Information (pg8)
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The Mayor of Whakatane
was pleased to see his
wife in traditional Japa-
nese costume.
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Happy high school students in kimonos.

The Guests From N.Z. Enjoyed
Traditional Japanese Costume

After the ceremony, the guests enjoyed watching the various performances
and talking with each other in a relaxed atmosphere. The guests from
Whakatane had a great experience putting on beautiful kimonos. (See page 4 ~ 5)
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The Mayor and Citizens of Whakatane District visited
Kamagaya and stayed with Japanese families in the
city, in order to attend the Sister City Signing
Ceremony. We asked for families to host them in the
city paper last July and 25 people applied. In
November we received the list of the members coming,
however, I was up to midnight arranging the homestays
based on certain preferences such as to stay in a
couple. However as soon as the meeting for this plan
began some other problems arose and I had to alter the
plan. [ finished my job, saying to myself that I was
a volunteer for volunteers. It was very impressive to
see the different reactions on their faces between the
first day and the last day of their stay. As you can
see I’m sure all of them had a great whale of a time.
(Sumiko Ishizeki)
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Sister City Signing and
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Exchange of gift

Presentation of folk costumes

Chorus singing”Kirari Kamagaya” and others
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On Nov. 16th 1997, after the Sister City Sig
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To organize this big event and make it succe
meetings and rigorous discussions for more tha
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KIFA’s 10th Anniversary
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ing Ceremony between Whakatane. N.Z.and Kamagaya,
City Signing and KIFA's 10th Anniversary. This G il
42 members of the delegation and the high Singing . Kanis

1200 people from Kamagaya were present at the o
played and the sister city agreement was signed
o made by the mayors. Then gifts were exchanged
was the chorus and performances by pupils from
Whakatane. Syoufukuodori, singing and so on.
. rice making, soba making and kimono dressing,
1k crafts and foods. A presentation of KIFA was

sful, KIFA had had a continuous series of
| one vear trying to do well beyond our expection.
and the assistance by people from Kamagaya should

)assador, Martin Weyers, gave a great impression
mple to us concerning International Friendship.
. harder to learn foreign languages.
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Farewell Kamagaya

It's hard to say farewell to a place where I've invested almost nine years of
my life. But I'm grateful to Kamagaya City for inviting me to stay so many years
to work longer than the usual foreigner's two or three year sojourn in Japan.
Although I lived for several years in other countries, those years and
experiences don't compare with the countless completely new experiences I've had
in Kamagaya, Japan.

One of my most challenging and rewarding experiences was having the
opportunity to introduce English and a "foreigner" (me) to hundreds of Kamagaya
elementary school kids every week in a regular classroom setting. It was fun
getting to know these kids and hearing the kinds of questions and impressions
they have already formed about the USA and foreigners in general. I'm confident
I helped many students develop a positive attitude toward foreign people,
languages and cultures.

One of my more memorable work experiences was helping bring the Kamagaya City
and Whakatane District, New Zealand Sister City Project to a successful sister-
city signing conclusion. The signing capped over five years of exchanges and
interactions at many levels. I wish the City good luck with its future relations
with Whakatane.

Outside the office, I had a huge number of usual life experiences; i.e., good
and bad. These included taking school trips with my elementary students; having
a local fire department ladder truck pluck my wind-blown futon from the vacant
apartment below mine; being fingerprinted for my foreigner ID card; and being
told: "no gaijin" at a local restaurant. I'm grateful for all these life lessons
since they all contributed to helping me gain a deeper understanding of Japan.

While I learned much from Japanese people, I'm sure I also impacted them as
well. (Positively, I hope!) At the very least, I know I challenged many to
rethink prevalent stereotypical images many Japanese have about foreigners.
Thanks to living in Kamagaya, I feel that my former stereotype of Japan has
been broken down.

A relatively long stay in Kamagaya, allowed me to regain, I think, a balanced
and hopefully un-stereotyped perspective of Japan and Japanese life. Slowley, I
learned to see, appreciate and even adopt new ways of living in and looking at,
both Japanese & US/Western societies. I also came to understand that Japan,
while having incredible qualities is, unfortunately, not immune to the problems
of discrimination, minority suppression, and historical manipulation, afflicting
my and other countries around the world. Despite these ubiquitous problems, I
leave Japan in awe of the amazing accomplishments this fine country has achieved
at every level.

In closing, I'd like to especially thank the Kamagayans who showed me such
generous and genuine kindness and hospitality. I wish everyone good health and
happiness. So long and farewell.

Steven Burke
S January, 1998
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