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One week trip... but a lifetime of memories
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On August 22nd, I was on a plane along with 15 junior high school students. They had been chosen from
5 junior high schools in Kamagaya. It was the first time Kamagaya city had organized to send them to
it’s sister city, Whakatanme, for a visit. The staff organising this trip seemed nervous. We’d had
several lectures and meetings beforehand, however, we were anxious about how the students would cope
with their host families and the local schools they would be visiting.  Anyway, we had to wait and see
their full potential and their independence. We had an unexpected 3 hours to kill in Auckland because
of a sudden change of the flight route.  However, our trip went on as planned which included staying
with host families, visits to 4 local schools, and an overnight stay at the maori meeting house. We
were said to be the first Japamese to have stayed there. We received an extremely warm-hearted welcome
both at the welcome party and at the maori meeting house. There I met the people who had come to
Kamagaya for the sister city signing ceremony. Some of the Maori high school students and their
mothers were talking about what a wonderful time they’ d had in Japan to the Japanese students, showing
their photo albums. When I saw this, I felt very proud of what KIFA had done. Several students got
sick towards the end of the trip. Some parts of the itinerary will need rearranging for future trips,
however overall this was a successful ‘lst Tour”. (Yoshiko Oguri)
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You can’t tell any difference in my appearance from a Japanese if I keep
silent... I come from Tainan City in the southern Taiwan.  There you
can enjoy tropical climate which produces many kinds of fruits like
Lychee. It tastes very good and fresh. The harvest season is around
June and July. By the way, we consider tomatoes as one kind of fruit.
There are also many traditional Chinese style temples, where people
gather to pray, to talk, to play and watch traditional puppet shows.
There is an open cinema in the Frontier square. When the day came,
kids would have to carry stools to wait there in order to get the best
place near the stage. For young and old people who saw each other
there, this didn’t make them feel lomely.  These were my favorite
things in my childhood. I want my two daughters to have same
experience if there is a chance.
TAIWAN, was known as the another name called ‘Formosa” in Dutch hundred
years ago, which meant a beautiful island. I was brought up and had
lived in Taipei before marriage.  Nowadays it has changed completely.
Especially Taipei may not be so beautiful now. In the generation of
my Father’s age, Japanese educated them for 51 years. We were always .
told how nice the Japanese were, how safe Japan was. They live with
the door unlocked, and the windows open. No burglars at all...
Inherited from our days, Taiwan people still keep such feelings and love
them. If something happens to vou in the Taipei street and we just
notice vou are a Japanese, then you would be taken care of much more
kindly than anybody else from other countries.

My friends, why don’t you come to Taiwan? Mrs. Ishii
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Ahora estoy estudiando el espafol después de mucho tiempo.
Tenia muchas ganas de aprenderlo. Pero se me olvidaron casi
todas las palabras. Antes, yo hablaba mids que ahora. Me falta
mucho espanol Mi familia y yo viviamos en México por el
trabajo de mi esposo, de 1979 a 1982 vy 1984 a 1990. Sin
embargo vo no hablo espafiol bién. Siento muchg vergilienza.

Wi hijo major nacié en México ahora tiene 18 anos v mi hijo
menor tiene 16 afos. Ellos iban al jardin de ninos hablaban
y entendian el espanol mas que yo. Pero ahora no se acuerdan
nada. De todos modos, nos divertimos mucho la vida de México
aunque nos costd mucho trabajo para vivir. Si hubiera hablado
espafiol bien, habria podido hacerme amiga con los mexicanos.
Puse, cada lunes hay clase de espanol. Mis_compaileros y yo
estudiamos casi una hora vy media. Cuando oi la grabacion de
dialogo no podia oir bien porque hablan demaciado rapido para
mi. Supe que habia pocas diferencias entre el espafiol de
Espana y lex1co La profesora es espaliola y es muy simpatica
ademas habla japones con soltura. Aunque yo trato de hablar
en espanol le_pregunto a la profesora en japones. Por esta
razén, mi espafiol necesitaria umos aflos mas para hacer progresos.
Quiero estudiar el espaliol por muchos afios hasta que hable

bien en Espafia. Mieko Yahagi
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KIFA WINTER PARTY
to be held on November 15th, Sunday.

This year, KIFA (Kamagaya International
Friendship Association), will hold its
annual “international’ winter party on
Sunday, Nov. 15th, from 12:00 to 15:00.
The location is the same as last year s
party ; Sogo Fukushi Hoken Center, 6th
floor. It is the building located

directly behind the city hall. See
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