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KIFA renewal booth in Kamagaya summer festival
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riends in Whakatane! :

Japanese Language and Culture Class in Whakatane
by Norm Berghan (7514 #4E4E)

Welcome to our Japanese Language and Culture Class in Whakatane, N.Z. The Class was started to help us
to learn about something more of the Japanese way of life and to deepen our understanding. Also so that we may
be better hosts and guests when we meet again.

Ohayo gozaimasu

The first of a 10-lesson course was on July 12th this year. Each week we gather at a centre in Whakatane,
to check our Home Work, compare notes and practice pronunciation. Some of our group have been to Kama-
gava, others have hosted Japanese pupils and one, our Mayor’s wife, wants to prepare for when she and Mayor
Hammond visit in the year 2000. You will know some of these people Betty and Norm Berghan visited Kamagaya
in tha Mayoral group from Whakatane which signed the Sister City Agreement in 1997. Also in the group is Jeff
Farrel and Janie Storey who work for the District Council. Jeff accompanied the Trident High School group to
Kamagaya as did Robyn Watchorn. Barbara Shaw hosts Japanese students. Kevin Gwynne is a Past{og looking
after the local Titoki Healing Centre. He plans to visit Japan with his family soon.

We are all finding this study interesting and fun but there is so much to learn!

Gambatte kudasai!

Our Tutor is Richard Kavanagh. He is of Irish and Maori descent. He grew up in Auckland and majored in
English Literature and Japanese at the Auckland University. Richard, like many modern New Zealanders, has
lived many vears over seas. He taught English for several years in Saitama-ken.

Now he teaches Science, Math, English and Japanese to Whakatane students at Trident High School. He
also is involved in tour guiding American Feild Scholars through New Zealand, on 12-day educational tours,
He loves living in New Zealand and enjoys Skiing, Fishing, Basketball and Reading.

His favourite foods include Fish and Chips, Meat pies and Sushi.
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(%) : A Pastor;someone who has had some Christian re-

ligious training and gives people spiritual guidance.
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MY HOMETOWN

I come from Ghana.Ghana,formerly known as the “Gold Coast” lies on
the coast of West Africa,covering an area of 238,537 sq,km. The population
is estimated to be 17.7 million. Ghana is one of the leading countries of
Africa,partly because of its considerable natural wealth,and partly
because it was the first black Africa country to achieve independence
from colonial rule on March 6th 1957, and to embark on its own extensive
educational and industrialization programs.

Ghana'’s population is a combination of at least 75 different tribes speak-
ing different native languages;the most numerous are the Akan,
Mole-Dagbani (Mossi) ,Ewe,Ga-Adangme and Gurna.English is the offi-
cial language.

The arts include dance and music,pottery and wood carving,gold-and sil-
ver work,and textiles,most notably the richly colored hand woven kente
cloth.It also has a rich indegenous culture.In all parts of the country,the
cultural heritage is closely linked with religion and the institution of
chieftancy.As you know,there’'re many wild animals,and natural resources;
gold,diamonds, bauxite,and so on.

Ghana is near the Equator,and the climate is hot,wet and humid. The av-
erage rainfall is between 1140 and 1270 mm;and the temperature is from
26-29 c. A dry,northeasterly wind called the harmattan,blows in January
and February.

The economy of Ghana is based mainly on Agriculture and mining. The
main export crop is Cacao,Coffee,palm products. Timber is also an
important export. Mineral exports,chiefly gold,manganese,diamonds and
bauxite,account for a large part of the country’s earnings.

Electricity is generated almost entirely from hydroelectric plants,mainly
the Akosombo Dam on the Volta River,which also happens to be the
largest man made lake in the world.

Festivals are part of everyday life in Ghana reflecting the rich tradition
and culture inherited through the ages.

My Hometown
Accra (P202)
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Accra City,the seat of government,is also a fi-
nancial center where major banks operate.

The night life in Accra is varied and lively with a great
selection of restaurants serving a variety of African,
European,Middle Eastern,and far Eastern cuisine First
class hotels,lively and entertaining night clubs scatter
the city,

There are several tourist attractions in the city and other parts of the
country.Some interesting places to visit in Accra include —

The National Museum-housing cultural an historical articrafts.
Independence Square.

Accra international Conference Center

Labadi Pleasure Beach

National Theatre

Makola Market—a hustle bustle of trading and barganing activities.
Kwame Nkrumah Mausoleum-the resting place of Ghana'’s first President.
Some other places are the numerous Castles and Forts dotting the coastline
of Ghana.These places were the outposts of the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade.
You are sure to enjoy the proverbial Ghanaian hospitality if you visit Gha-
na.
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to be held on November 28th, Sunday. Z
This year, KIFA will hold its annnal ° Interndtlonalj
Winter Party” on Sunday, Nov. 28th, from 12:00 tox
15:00. The location is the same as last year’s party;;
Sogo Fukushi Hoken Center, 6th floor. It is thez
building located directly behind the city hall. See
you there. Tickets are available at the KIFA office.
(¥ 1,000 per person)
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